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• Definitions:

· False information spread in order to deceive people 
– Cambridge Dictionary

· False information which is intended to mislead, especially 
propaganda issued by a government organization to a rival power 
or the media 
– Oxford Languages

· Disinformation is a subset of propaganda and is false information 
that is spread deliberately to deceive. 
It is also known as black propaganda – Wikipedia

· Disinformation includes all forms of false, inaccurate, or misleading 
information designed, presented and promoted to intentionally 
cause public harm or for profit 
– report to EC 
of the independent High Level Group on fake news and online 
disinformation

Two main aspects: false and deliberateness

Time of re-definition - disonformation
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• Proliferating Data Ecosystems

• Skyrocketing number of Actors

• Insatiable demand for insight

• New roles, new skills & competencies, resources 

Times of redefinition – statistics in a changing
environment
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· Disinformation – high risk form. 
The risk of harm includes threats to 
democratic political processes and 
values. 

· Driven by the production and promotion 
of disinformation for economic gains or 
for political or ideological goals, 

· Can be exacerbated by how different 
audiences and communities receive, 
engage, and amplify disinformation.

· Disinformation → defamation, hate 
speech, incitement to violence, etc. 

Disinformation versus the (new) roles of official
statistics

· Official Statistics is a cornerstone of 
democracy

· Statistical data essential for:

· evidence-based decision-
making, 

· political accountability

· Attributes of official statistics:

· transparent, 

· scientifically robust and 

· politically independent.

· Fundamental Principles of the Official
Statistics

· Robust legislation, common standards, 
interntaional comparability

· Statistics → right to the truth. 
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• Fundamental Principles of the Official Statistics –
a commitment for truth

· In a proceess of redefinition too

· Absorbing new reality

· Data stewardship

· Big data

· Data governance

· Statistics versus data

• 2018-2019 UN FOC FPOS work

• Mapping the FPOS against non-traditional data sources

• Testing their relevance and pertinence

How to efficiently juxtapose one to another?
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• Principle 5

"Data for statistical purposes may be drawn from all types of 
sources, be they statistical surveys or administrative records.
Statistical agencies are to choose the source with regard to quality, timeliness, 
costs and the burden on respondents."
• Social media data

· an area to explore for the official statistics. 
· In several countries research is conducted to use social media in order to measure 

the level of well-being of societies 
· Social media are a vulnerable source of data when it comes to manipulation. While disseminating statistics 

based on social media, it is important to accompany them with proper metadata and to describe them in an 
understandable way. 

• EXAMPLE of juxtaposing official statistics to fake news
· existence of fake accounts which manipulate the truth, so called “bots”. They may affect the factual image, 

hindering the quality of social media data to be used for statistical purposes. 
· On this background, the ethical reference provided by the UNFPOS seems to be one of the most effective 

remedies, as they oppose official statistics to raw social media data, thereby valuing more highly the 
production of reliable, comparable and high-quality data – those which meet international standards .

How to efficiently juxtapose one to another?
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Census of population and housing 2021 –
this is where fake news naturally emerged
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Actors:
· state political actors
· non-state political actors
· for-profit actors
· citizens individually or in groups

Disinformation
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Disinformation – examples experienced by Statistics 
Poland

• Source of disinformation – internet portal 
Wirtualna Polska - wp.pl (Virtual Poland).

• Subject: alleged leak of the results from the 
latest population and housing census. 
Information placed in the headline although 
there was no information about the leak in the 
article itself. The article compiled publicly 
available information, no data originating from 
Statistics Poland was published.

• Purpose: presumably a clickbait. Increasing a 
“click rate” by placing catchy information in the 
headline in order to increase gains from ads.

• Actors:  for-profit
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Disinformation – examples experienced by Statistics 
Poland

• Source of disinformation – social media, 
public appearances 

• Subject: calling  for a boycott of population 
and housing census as well as spreading a false 
information suggesting that census is not 
obligatory and claiming that there is a 
possibility of avoiding the penalty provided for 
in the law.

• Purpose: most likely, increasing the favour of 
voters (nobody likes to be forced by law)

• Actors:  state political actor (member of Polish 
parliament)
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Disinformation – examples experienced by Statistics 
Poland

• Source of disinformation – regional edition of 
wyborcza.pl (wyborcza.pl is an internet version of 
printed newspaper – one of the most influential 
in Poland).

• Subject: claiming that the consumer price index 
(CPI) is actually higher than disseminated within 
official statistics because Statistics Poland 
manipulates the CPI rate by changing the content 
of the price basket on a yearly basis

• Purpose: undermining the reliability and quality 
of official statistics for political reasons

• Actors:  state political actor (opposition party –
member of the Senate i.e. Higher Chamber of 
Polish Parliament )
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Disinformation – examples experienced by Statistics 
Poland

• Source of disinformation – undefined

• Subject: false information on collecting data 
on farmers’ assets, earnings and values of 
income for the agricultural census purposes.

• Purpose: Probably spreading uncertainties and 
doubts undermining trust to official statistics

• Actors:  undefined (group of citizens?)
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Disinformation 
detected

Informing the press 
spokesman of 

Statistics Poland

Contacting relevant 
Statistics Poland 
unit for analysis 
and comments

Preparing a 
communication to 

the editor

Sending the 
correction to the 

editorial office

Disinformation – what is the procedure of handling 
it?
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Actions undertaken by Statistics Poland:

• daily media monitoring (press, internet portals)

• monitoring of information creating negative/false image of 
official statistics on the internet (portals, social media) as well
as in the printed press, radio and television

Disinformation - what is the procedure of handling 
it?
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• Strategic thinking

• A mature organisation is the one that clearly defines risks and 
anticipates tchem

• A Risk Assessment Team at Statistcis Poland has been set up

• The component of disinformation has been included in its
remit

• Together with an attempt to describe mitigating procedures. 

Risk management includining disinformation 
component
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Thank you/ Dziękuję ☺


